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Among the different articles for which tobacco has 
credit there are four to the annual amount of £58 
which is never received, it being the board of foun- 58. 0. 
dationers viz. on Harrison's, Bray's, Hill's and 
Lightfoot's foundations, these being reckoned in the 
money at interest, and the amount of that interest 
carried yearly to the credit of the Profit & Loss 
accot 



421. 11. 9%, 



Supposing all the board actually rec4 there is a loss 

by the Table between L. D. 1763 & 64 of 78. 11. I14 



343. 0. Si/a 



LETTER BOOK OP FKANCIS JERDOISrE. 

Francis Jerdone was the son of John Jerdone, formerly magis- 
trate of Jedburgh, in Teviotdale, Scotland. He was born Jan- 
uary 30, 1730. He married Sarah Macon, of ISTew Kent, Va., 
bom February 21, 1731-33. He came to Virginia in 1746 as 
part owner in a cargo of goods, and as factor for Messrs. Buch- 
anan and Hamilton, merchants, of London. This firm consisted 
of Messrs. William Buchanan and William Hamilton. The 
former was a son of Mr. Neill Buchanan, a prominent merchant, 
who died February 14, 1743, and Mr. Hamilton was one of his 
employees. Mr. Jerdone had been also in the service of Mr. 
Buchanan, and was on intimate terms with his family.* 

He located first at Yorktown. In 1753, having acquired a 
considerable fortune, he moved to Louisa county. Just before 
his death he purchased, with William Holt as his partner, the 
forge and mills erected by Eev. Charles Jeffery Smith, of Long 
Island, New York, at Providence, in New Kent county, Va. He 
died August 5, 1771, leaving a large fortune. 

Francis Jerdone was a good letter writer, had a large library, 
and was a man of culture and education. His letter book, now 
owned by his great-grandson, Francis Jerdone, Esq., of Charles 

* Among the papers which have descended in Mr. Jerdone's family is 
an exemplified will of Mr. Neill Buchanan, " late of the parish of St. 
George Buttolph Lane, London, Esq." It names his brothers George, 
Andrew and Archibald Buchanan, sons Francis, G«orge, James and 
William Buchanan, daus. Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Marian, and Martha 
Buchanan, wife Anne Buchanan; "William Hamilton my clerk." The 
will is dated 26 June, 1726. 
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City county, Va., gives much information regarding men and 
business affairs in the colony. 

We are told by this book that he arrived at Hampton, with 
the cargo of goods, September 31, 1746. After a few months, 
he went to Yorktown with a view to a possible settlement at that 
place. He first sought advice, but met with discouragement 
from leading merchants, who did not want rivals. But he says 
this confirmed him in his belief that the place was the right 
place. "Their endeavor to remove me farther from them made 
me more anxious to settle among them." The leading merchants 
at Yorktown were Philip Lightfoot and William Nelson, who 
had fine residences in town, and large warehouses on the river 
edge. With very great difiSculty Jerdone procured a storehouse 
at the rate of forty-three pounds sterling a year. In one letter, 
written in 1747, he states that the course of Virginia trade was 
to give credit for twelve months. In another letter, written the 
next year, he complains of the prevalence of the small-pox, 
which had caused the shops of the town to be closed, and court 
adjourned to a place twelve miles off. In the same letter he 
complains of the great quantity of shoes in the cargo of the 
Gale — the first cost being in all probability sunk for five years. 
"The Virginians," he writes, "have most of their shoemakers in 
their own families, and have no occasion for any but stuff shoes 
from Britain." 

June 28, 1748, he writes as follows to Messrs. Buchanan and 
Hamilton : 

"Col. Philip Lightfoot is now dead, so that you can never have so 
fair a way open'd to you for establishing a store, as at this present 
time; his great riches while he continued in health deterred everybody 
from settling here, none being of ability to vie with him but Mr Nelson, 
who always had an equal share of trade with him. . . . We are at 
length well fixed in a large & convenient storehouse, being well situated 
for our business & we have also procured a store at the waterside fit 
for our purpose at about £60 expence which sum will be saved in store 
rent &e in 3 years. About six weeks hence we shall be able to remit 
you the £1000 stg, which we shall send you as fast as it comes in. 
No news yet of your ship Warwick, it is not improbable she'll be taken 
as our coasts are covered with swarms of privatiers, a great many ships 
having been lately taken within our capes." 

To another of his correspondents, Mr. William Montgomery, 
he wrote as follows, 13 May, 1749 : 
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"(^ Capt Stewart via Glasgow) 

"... The letter you enclosed to me by Mr. Hobday the Pilot 
I delivered to Miss Sally with my own hands. The Exchange during 
the last Generall Court got up to 22% for good bills, as there was a 
greater plenty, of Cash in Williamsburg for that purpose than has been 
for many years past. ... I am just returned from Hanover Court 
at which place tobacco is not to be bought at 2d; the planters are under 
such expectations of good prices that I believe some of them would 
refuse 20 s. were it offered, however I am in hopes that they'll be glad 
to embrace 24 when the ships from London arrive. I intend to sell all 
I receive on acco* of the cargo, being well assured it will never answer 
to send it home. Capt. John Thomson tells me he has a demand against 
you for the hire of a flat and four negroes one day, which I have prom- 
ised to pay him. I have no news worth mentioning to you. A great 
many ships are arrived from the outports. Mess Wm Millar and John 
Hyndman are arrived from Glasgow with large cargoes & have some 
thoughts of fixing here at Wmsburg. The Nancy is arrived here from 
Madeira & according to custom has made a great voyage. Capt. George 
Cooper has arrived from Hull w* a large cargoe & about 20 convicts for 
W. S. I had almost forgot to tell you that M' Norton was elected the 
1st Inst, one of our burgesses, in room of Mr Secretary Nelson, who is 
now one of the Council." 

May 30, 1749, he writes to Messrs. Buchanan and Hamilton 
that "Mr. Nelson had told him that both his father and Col. 
Lightfoot preferred Bristol and Liverpool to London for many 
staple articles, and he does the same himself to this day." 

October 34, 1749. Informs Mr. William Thomson, surgeon 
in Jedburgh, of the death of his brother David on July 38th. 
Had buried him in the ehureh-yard at Yorktown. Is informed 
that he had lived with the Eev. James Moir, of North Carolina 
since his return from London; is told that he had made a will, 
and put it in the custody of Mr. Joseph Davidson, and that he 
had made another, and put it in the custody of Mr. Joseph An- 
derson, of Edenton, N. C. Gives his most humble service to 
Thompson's sister. 

February 34, 1749-'50, he writes as follows to Buchanan and 
Hamilton : 

"I have some thought of buying 100 hhas of fine Hanover tobacco on 
your accot & sending them to you in said ship, as I believe you'll have 
but little from that corner unless it come by this method, but of this I 
shall write you by Capt Teage who will sail in ten or twelve days, before 
which time I shall have an opportunity of seeing many Gentlemen at a 
grand Cock Fight which is to be at New Castle * in a few days. Shall 
be then more able to judge what can be done for both your ships." 

* Situated on Pamunkey Eiver, a branch of the York. 
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March 3, 1749-'50. To same. He mentions death of Patrick 
Barclay, brother of Andrew Barclay. Has tried in vain for 
some time to bring the latter to terms. 

April 35, 1750. To same. By the week's Gazette John Allan 
is dead, and has left William and James Hunter and his brother, 
James Allan, his executors. 

For some time the partners for whom Mr. Jerdone acted had 
grown apparently very remiss in the conduct of their extensive 
dealings with Virginia, and on May 26, 1750, he addressed a 
very plain letter to his friend William Buchanan, the senior 
member of the firm, rebuking him for the neglect. The letter 
speaks very highly for Mr. Jerdone's integrity of character and 
sense of business propriety : 

26th May 1750 

Dr Win. This letter is occasioned by your & partner's silence to your 
friends here I may almost say to every one with whom you have any 
dealings. I hope Sir you will pardon me when I say that business was 
never nor can be more neglected than it has been by your house of late 
years. I may speak with regard to the affairs that are entrusted to 
myself that you have scarce ever answer'd one letter particularly, but 
have always referr'd it to the next opportunity; ever having that in view 
without coming at it, matters of moment that admit of no delay, have 
been put oil from time to time untill they have been entirely forgot. 
Witness Jno Allan's affairs. Pray Dear Sir, think to yourself what will 
all this end in, nothing but confusion in your affairs, which might easily 
be kept in the clearest method, as it is well known by everybody you 
spend none of your time in idleness, and are even sober I may say to an 
extreme. I am satisfied the consignlnent business from this country is 
not worth your notice, but how comes it that you do not clear up your 
characters, which are often in the foul mouths of men here who are 
merciless in that respect, a months constant writing would be certainly 
sufficient for that purpose, I mean to render accounts to every one who 
hath open accounts with you, which would ease you of that pain you 
feel on that acco*. If your business is so much increased that you can- 
not manage it without more help, why are you without such assistance, 
there are many in your city, who would be overjoy'd at such good luck 
as to be under you. I would most earnestly caution you against one 
thing, which I am afraid you have not enough consider'd, the giving too 
great credits to people you have but little acquaintance of; an error of 
this sort has often ruin'd many a good & honest man. Another thing, I 
cannot approve of your methods that you carry on your tobacco business 
here. The buying tobacco in the country at present with goods is at- 
tended with so great inconveniences & extra charges, that I can easily 
demonstrate to you it is cheaper & better to buy with money. In the 
first place it requires triple the value in goods to buy the quantity of 
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tobacco wanted, next the Debts contracted are often at best but dubious 
and are not paid within a year of the time they ought to be, goods are 
often sold without any advance. I mean as much sterling is given in 
goods at the real prime cost, as you can buy tobs for with bills of Exchne. 
There is 10 times the charge in buying tobacco with goods that there is 
with cash, the tobacco bought with goods is not equal to that bought 
with cash, being always the worst & lightest that is applied to pay store 
debts, tip top crops are never to be bought with goods but often for cash. 
One Factor can load 3 or 4 ships with cash purchase at the fourth of 
the expence, that one can be loaded with goods purchase. Cash can 
always command tobacco but goods never can. And one of the weightiest 
Ai'guments is ships need never ly longer than a reasonable time to 
collect it from the warehouses, when their cargoes are bought with 
money, but to depend on tobo to be bought for goods, is a great uncer- 
tainty, & when it is wanted you are sure always to pay thro' the nose 
for it, especially at this time now there are three stores for two, that 
were two years ago. You would think the purchasers are running mad 
after tob" were you in the country, for my part I am heartily tired of 
selling goods, as the advance is run down to nothing & the pay so 
indifferent. I wish my circumstances were such as would enable me to 
follow any thing else, for in the present situation of affairs no great 
quantity can be vended. This year there will be imported into this town 
£35,000 which is £15,000 more than ever was before, and the whole 
country much fuller than usuall, so that I cannot see how they are all to 
be sold. I have a strong inclination to be in London for a few months, 
it is possible something might be projected which would turn out better 
than the present business of selling dry goods. What would you think 
of an African concern of a small vessel yearly to this place, I believe 
Capt Archbd Crawford would suit you for that business very well. I 
would be content to stand a small share on condition that T had the 
sales thereof, & I can see no reason why we may not expect the same 
success other people have, which to be sure is encouraging, else so many 
would not drive at it. There is not the least fear of selling here, for 
there is in general as many Purchasers as there is slaves imported, and 
the pay is always better than for any other commodity and without 
something of this sort I must be under the necessity of leaving this 
town, for my expenses are too great for my present wages. And now is 
the only time to lay up a little for old age, if it please God that I 
should arrive at it. My whole aim is to get a little money to keep me 
from hardships when I am past doing for myself, I have no ambition to 
heap up, nor am I solicitous to leave any thing behind me, all I desire 
or wish for is a quiet enjoyment of this life and an easy passage thro 
this world. I should gladly receive your answer to the above but have 
but faint hopes of it producing one. 

I ever am Dr Wm. your most 
Sincere friend & hble Servt. 
Per the Sally. 
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Two days after this letter was written, he wrote to Capt. Hugh 
Crawford that he had yet not one line from Buchanan and Ham- 
ilton: , i , i , 

"Heartily tired of serving them 5 have had great offers here than 
what I expect from them, have written to Hamilton telling him my 
mind freely about their great neglect of their business; tobacco pur- 
chased much cheaper with cash than with goods. Mr. Walker, the 
builder, died soon after you left the country; since his death Mr. Skelton 
has undertaken the rebuilding of the Capitol. . . . Your brother 
sailed from this about the lOtb of this month with 340 hhds on board 
being chock full. I am hopeful Capt Seton will sail by the 20tii of next 
month. ... I am informed that 14 s & 15 s sters of prime cost of 
London goods has lately been given for Eappk tobacco which is a mon- 
strous price." 

Several more weeks elapsed without a letter from the London 
merchants, and on the 14th of July, 1750, Mr. Jerdone wrote as 
follows to them : , 

"It is now 9 months since I had a scrap of a pen from you, notwith- 
standing the large remittances made from time to time. You will. not 
so much as give me the satisfaction of letting me know that you have 
received them, nor have you given me the least answer to any one thing 
I have wrote to you since I settled in this place, which so discourages 
me that I am quite dispirited. . . . You have so affronted Coi. Chis- 
well by your silence that he swears that he'll ship you not another hhd 
until he receives his aeeo* of sales & aeco* current. Which I advise you 
to do forthwith. I wrote to you by the Humphrey in November last that 
I was willing to take £300 clear of all deductions for my share of the 
concern in cargo (B4) exclusive of my wages for the four years which 
I have now served you & that I was willing to serve you for £100 a year 
without holding any part of the cargo, from the 24tii of June last, 
which terms if you agree to, let me know it by first opportunity after 
you receive this, for I will continue no longer at an uncertainty, having 
offers that will suit me much better from two different gentlemen. I 
wish my letter by Capt Seton may be in time to stop the goods you may 
intend for this place, having a strong desire to take a trip home. No 
doubt Capt Brisban has advised you that he had dropped his charter 
with Col Willis, he is now loading tobacco for London. I am sorry you 
have chartered a 100 Hhgs in Capt Blaekburns ship at so high a freight 
as £7 ^ ton with 2/3 of all port charges & craft hire, which will make 
it nigh £8, freight being plenty here 7£ without any charge." 

The fact was that the firm in London was getting to be very 
much involved, though affairs were tided along for another year 
and a half. In May, 1751, Mr. Jerdone wrote the following 
letter, in which he again speaks very plainly to his employers. 
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He had for some months been a partner with Mr. David Ander- 
son,* of Hanover, in a store in Hanover, and had made liberal 
profits, which perhaps enabled him to bid for the office mentioned 
in the letter of postmaster-general of North America, left va- 
cant by Elliot Benger's death : 

21st of May 1751 
Messrs: Buchanan & Hamilton 

Gentlemen. My last to you was by the Lightfoot Cap*. Burks, copy 
of which was sent to you by the Ann via Bristol. I have little more to 
add at present but to advise you of Capt. Archba. Orawfords arrival here 
in the Nancy Warren who has brought in some Lisbon & Maderia Wine 
& a load of Lisbon Salt, never could these commodities have come here 
in a worse time, for neither of them will sell for prime cost, & what 
will be done to load the ship I know not, as the Alderney is not yet above 
half loaded, nor can I see when she'll be fully loaded nor am I able to 
inform you how much of your own Tobacco she'll have on board. I 
luckily got a freight for the Plymouth to Bristol at £6 pr ton of which 
you'll advise Mr Morshead. Freight is now to be had here in plenty for 
London at £6 pr. ton. I am amazed at your conduct in sending such 
quantities of shipping without giving previous advice how they are to 
be loaded. Cap*. Hugh Crawford has been saild from this for Essix 
about a fortnight. The Postmaster Generals place of North America is 
now vacant by the death of Mr. Elliott Benger. I am informed that it 
may be purchased for 2 or £300. I earnestly wish that you would make 
application for it on my acco*. & whatever you are obliged to give for it 
I shall most gratefully repay you, it will be no hinderance to me in the 
carrying on of my Business. The sooner you apply the better as no 
doubt many have wrote home by this opportunity on the same score, for 
which reason I most earnestly intreat you to lose no time. 
I ever remain most respectfully 

Gentlemen. Y. M. O. H. St. P. J. 

Capt. Dixon in the Army & Capt Per the Prince W«» 

Bobinson in the Baltimore are Capt. Smith 

arrived here from London but I 
have no letters from you. 

The following extracts from letters to other persons may be 
interesting : 

September 10, 1751 
Mr Morgan Thomas 

. . . I have sent you ten hhds of Tobacco for which you'll find the 
bill of Lading enclosed, they are intended as a part of the remittance for 
the within order of goods which are to be marked X and are on account 

* In one of his letters in 1747, Mr. Jerdone speaks of Mr. Bartelot 
Anderson of Hanover "as a downright honest man;" and in another of 
Mr. Charles Anderson, brother of Mr. Bartelot Anderson. 
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of Mr David Anderson of Hanover C!ounty (who is I believe one of your 
shippers), and myself, we being jointly concerned in a store under his 
management from which we intend yearly to ship you 20 or 30 hhds of 
Tobacco, if any probability of saving ourselves by such remittance. . . 
Inclosed youU find a letter from Mr John Norton of this town, with an 
order for some Bristol Goods, he is my particular friend on which Accot 
I recommend to you, as a iit correspondent for what he may have occa- 
sion for from Bristol. He tells me he has given you orders to draw on 
his partner Mr Thomas Flowerdewe of London. You need be under no 
fear of complying with any orders which he will send you, he being a 
very safe man. . . . Our crop of Tobacco is likely to be very large 
this year, being much favored by seasonable weather. I hope the late 
act of Parliament made for preventing Tobacco smugglers will have the 
desired effect. 

Yorktown lOtn Octob>- 1751 
Capt George HiU 

Capt Whitwell is at last married to the young Widow Lightfoot. 

York Town 29* October 1751 
Capt Hugh Crawford 

at Philadelphia 

. . . I think you have been very fortunate in getting a charter for 
your ship on the terms you mention, for had you come here you must 
have lain the winter out, as there is no Tobacco left, now that Capt 
Seton is almost loaded, he is well & gives his Service to you, he has 
bought Harry Gain's plantation in King William County, which ad- 
joins to Jack Martin's & intends to bring in Mrs. Seton next Spring to 
settle in the country. Mr Boog is now here, he desires his service to 
you, having nothing to write you. . . . James Brown of New Castle 
carried off John Thompson's eldest daughter some time last August to 
Maryland & there married her which has so much offended Mr Thompson 
that he has neither spoken to Brown nor as yet seen his daughter, and 
to disappoint Brown in his expectations immediately married his house 
keeper, who is young & not unlikely to have children by her, and by his 
declaration Brown need never look for a penny from him, this I believe 
is a sore disappointment. Mr Montgomery has dismis'd Mr Gordon from 
his business & put his Goods into Mr Snelson's hands, which has Baldie 
not a title. The Count is seemingly determined to carry home his Lady 
& her mother in the Spring to settle for good & all & he promises him- 
self to carry on a great trade to this Country. Our Governor Mr Din- 
widdle is daily expected, his arrival here will make the People through- 
out the country mad for 2 or 3 months in treating the planters for their 
votes. Our crops of Tobacco are all large this year, but I am afraid the 
price of it will not be less than usual at the Outport. Factors seem to 
make a jest of the late Act of Parliament, time can only discover what 
effect it will have on our trade. Please give my service to Messrs Walter 
Sterling & Mr Samuel McCauU. I shall be glad to hear from you before 
you sail for Spain & wish you a safe voyage there. 
{To he continued.) 



